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FIVE MORE YOUNG PEOPLE JAILED FOR TRYING TO STOP WAR CRIMES IN
GAZA

*With Britain’s jails in crisis, more than 40 political prisoners locked up
since July for direct action over climate and Gaza

Five more jailed today in Glasgow for direct action against war crimes

Today at Glasgow Sheriff Court, five young people from Palestine Action Scotland were jailed
after they occupied Thales' weapons factory in Govan, Glasgow, on 1st June 2022. The five
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occupied the roof of the arms maker and dropped banners to disrupt production. Two of them
also damaged weaponry inside the building.

Stuart Bretherton, 26, Eva Simmons, 26, Calum Lacy, 23, Erica Hygate, 23 were jailed for 12
months, Sumaya Javaid, 22, for 14 months. [1]

More than 40 political prisoners jailed in Britain since July

Since July, with Britain’s prisons in a state of crisis, more than 40 people have been jailed for
taking action to stop crimes against humanity. 16 of these are linked to the group Palestine
Action, which takes direct action to stop Britain facilitating violations of international
humanitarian law against the civilian population of Gaza [2]. 26 are linked to Just Stop Oil, which
takes direct action in support of science-based demands to prevent catastrophic and irreversible
harm to humanity and life on earth [3].

‘Enabling genocide’

Thales is one of the world’s largest arms companies – producing armoured vehicles, missile
systems and military UAVs (drones). Thales works in partnership with Elbit Systems, Israel's
largest weapons company, to produce military drones in their joint owned factory in Leicester
called UAV Tactical Systems. They both work on the 'Watchkeeper' drone project which was
modelled on Elbit's Hermes 450 and "battle-tested" on the Palestinian people.

A Palestine Action spokesperson said:

"Imprisoning activists for taking action against Scotland's arms trade with Israel
only serves to protect companies enabling genocide. Such sentences will urge
more people to acknowledge Scottish complicity with the ongoing Gaza genocide
and motivate them to take action against it. It is those who arm the massacres of
the Palestinian people who are guilty, not those who take action to stop them."

On Friday, the senior British diplomat, Mark Smith, resigned from the FCDO over arms sales to
Israel [4]:

“It is with sadness that I resign after a long career in the diplomatic service,
however, I can no longer carry out my duties in the knowledge that this
Department may be complicit in war crimes".

Comparison with Putin and the Arctic 30

A spokesperson for Defend Our Juries said:

“It was just over 10 years ago in September 2013, that Russia jailed 30
Greenpeace activists for a daring direct action against the Prirazlomnaya oil
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https://x.com/JustStop_Oil/status/1820828181361832043


drilling platform. The action was widely perceived as symptomatic of Russia’s
descent into authoritarianism under Putin. After concerted diplomatic pressure,
the 30 were released in December 2013 after 3 months imprisonment. [5]

But now Britain has decided to follow in Putin’s footsteps by filling its own broken
prison system with political prisoners - people of conscience who have taken
direct action to stop crimes against humanity.”

Israeli government interference in British criminal trials

Last year it was revealed by the Guardian that the Israeli government had sought a political
intervention in criminal trials concerning Palestine Action:

“Israeli embassy officials in London attempted to get the attorney general’s office
to intervene in UK court cases relating to the prosecution of protesters,
documents seen by the Guardian suggest.” [6]

The Defend Our Juries campaign aims:

1. to bring to public attention the programme to undermine trial by jury in the context of
those taking action to expose government dishonesty and corporate greed

2. to raise awareness of the vital constitutional safeguard that juries can acquit a
defendant as a matter of conscience, irrespective of a judge’s direction that there is
no available defence (a principle also known as ‘jury equity’ or ‘jury nullification‘)

3. to ensure that all defendants have the opportunity to explain their actions when their
liberty is at stake, including by explaining their motivations and beliefs.

Notes for editors

1. https://judiciary.scot/home/sentences-judgments/sentences-and-opinions/2024/08/20/
hma-v-stuart-bretherton--eva-simmons--calum-lacy--erica-hygate-and-sumaya-javaid

2. https://x.com/Pal_action/status/1825866931867385910
3. https://x.com/JustStop_Oil/status/1820828181361832043
4. https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cyvpm1049d9o
5. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greenpeace_Arctic_Sunrise_ship_case
6. https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2023/aug/20/israeli-embassy-officials-attempte

d-to-influence-uk-court-cases-documents-suggest
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