The year is 2030. Scientists’ warnings from 2019 went
unheeded and the consequences of climate destruction are
now apparent. Civilisation has been devastated by the effects
of climate breakdown and you are summoned for jury duty,
as the Citizens’ Court holds a ‘show trial’ for the ultimate
crime against life and humanity. Governments, industry,
the media, academia, art institutions, and the citizenry are
called to account and their actions assessed in light of what
they knew in 2019. Part-theatre, part-art installation, partpeople’s court, this groundbreaking event about climate
justice and accountability presents evidence that with your
participation brings this trial to life as an immersive
experience. Overseen by a judge, it is up to you, the jury,
to decide whether each party is guilty as charged. Join
climate litigation charity Plan B, visual arts organisation
198 Contemporary Arts and Learning, People’s Bureau and
Extinction Rebellion, amongst others for the trial of our lives.
The four counts of the indictment ( i.e. the different
allegations ) will be heard on 13 – 14 July 2030 1.

1 An ‘indictment’ is the formal document setting out the details of the criminal
charges. The different charges are referred to as ‘counts’ on the indictment.
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Citizens of a broken world, we present to you evidence that the
Governments of the high-consuming world, which promised
‘leadership’ on climate change, abandoned their responsibilities to their people. Citizens, here is the evidence that
the basic mechanism of the ‘greenhouse effect’ was already
understood nearly 170 years ago, in the mid-nineteenth
century. In a 1917 paper, Alexander Graham Bell wrote that
the unrestricted burning of fossil fuels ‘would have a sort
of greenhouse effect.’ The man who invented the telephone
four decades earlier added, ‘the net result is the greenhouse
becomes a sort of hot-house.’ He urged the development of new
energy technologies, including solar.
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On Radiation Through the Earth’s Atmosphere, William Tyndall, lecture, 1863
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Tyndall Experiment, dating back to late 1850s
Illustration from Tyndall’s research report 1861
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Alexander Graham Bell, National Geographic, 1917

Warmer Climate on the Earth May Be Due to More Carbon Dioxide in the Air,
New York Times, 1956
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Testimony of the former NASA Scientist James Hansen to US Congress, 1988

UN Framework Convention on Climate Change, 1992
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Letter from Lord Adair Turner to Ed Miliband, 7 Oct 2008,
stating that 4˚C warming represents ‘extreme danger’

Open Letter to New York Times, Dec 2009 to Barack Obama signed
by Donald Trump, Ivanka Trump, Eric Trump and The Trump Organization
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Synthesis Report, 3.2, p. 77 :
Estimates of warming in 2100 without additional climate
mitigation efforts are from 3.7°C to 4.8°C compared with
pre-industrial levels ( median climate response ); the range
is 2.5°C to 7.8°C when using the 5th to 95th percentile
range of the median climate response.

Summary for Policy Makers, s.3.2, p.18 :
In most scenarios without additional mitigation efforts…
warming is more likely than not to exceed 4 degrees C
above pre-industrial levels by 2100.
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Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change ( IPCC ) ,
Fifth Assessment Report ( AR5 ) , 2014

The Paris Decision & Agreement, 2015
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15,000 scientists give catastrophic warning about the fate of the world in new
‘letter to humanity’, The Independent, 13 Nov 2017, LINK

Final call to save the world from ‘climate catastrophe’, BBC, 8 Oct 2018, LINK
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Citizens of a broken world, you’ve seen the evidence that
Government understood the consequences of their policies
of extraction and consumption. Now let us consider what
they did. They planned to expand aviation, the most carbon
intensive form of transport, invested in new sources of fossil
fuels at home and overseas. By 2019 the net effect was
already clear. Blueprint graphic, based on data from the
Carbon Dioxide Information Analysis Centre ( CDIAC ) and
the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change ( IPCC )
( p.31 ), shows how, as knowledge of the climate crisis
increased, global emissions rose only faster.
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Sir David Attenborough tells UN climate change summit ‘collapse of civilization
is on the horizon’, Evening Standard, 3 Dec 2018, LINK
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Heathrow Airport: Cabinet approves new runway plan, BBC News, 5 Jun 2018, LINK

Top climate scientists blasts UK’s fracking plans as ‘aping Trump’,
The Guardian, 13 Oct 2018, LINK
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Ban Ki-moon tells Britain: stop investing in fossil fuels overseas,
The Guardian, 24 Feb 2019, LINK

Blueprint graphic, based on data from CDIAC and the IPCC
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Citizens of a broken world, we present to you evidence for
your consideration, that some of the world’s most powerful
‘companies’, those that specialised in energy supply, consciously took the decision ( so far as such companies possessed
consciousness ) to prioritise short term profitability over life
on earth. Citizens, the profits of the fossil fuels companies
were so vast, they were able to conduct research, beyond
the dreams of academia, into all potential threats to their
profit lines, including the ultimate threat from their product.
Let us see what they learned.
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American Petroleum Institute, 1968
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American Petroleum Institute, 1980
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Exxon decides to terminate research project, 14 Jul 1982

Exxon Report, 26 Oct 1982
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Citizens of a broken world, you’ve heard the evidence that the
fossil fuel companies understood the ‘globally catastrophic’
consequences of their actions as early as the 1960s. Now let
us consider what they did. They studied how the tobacco
industry had dealt with evidence of lung cancer, and the
threat that that evidence presented to the industry’s profits. Learning from the tobacco industry’s tactics, the fossil
fuel industry began to plant doubt in the public imagination.
Infiltrating governments, they sold us fantasies.
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1969 Memo from Brown & Williamson ( a subsidiary or British American Tobacco )
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1996 Exxon claims that the scientific evidence is ‘inconclusive’

Everyone’s Debate, Exxon pamphlet, 1998
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RMCMI, ‘Promoting Western Coal Through Education’, internal slides
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Exxon infiltration into governments, New York Times, 2016, LINK

Exxon advert, 1986 LINK
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Arnold Schwarzeneger to sue oil company for ‘first-degree murder’,
The Washington Times, 12 Mar 2018, LINK

( The guardians of our children )
failed to raise the alarm
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Citizens of a broken world, we present to you evidence for
your consideration, that those we rely on to test and interrogate those in power, the arts, the media and academia, the
guardians of our children, allowed themselves to be co-opted
by the wealth and power of the fossil fuel industry, so that
they were powerless to raise the alarm. Citizens, we will summarise for you the evidence of what our guardians knew or
ought to have known. That is the evidence from counts 1 & 2 of
this indictment – the evidence available to government and
fossil fuel companies. By 2019 this evidence was well known.
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And now, Citizens, let us consider how our guardians honoured
their sacred duties. Let us consider whether they used their
intellect and creativity to preserve beauty and tell the truth.
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BP Art Exchange: Belonging Together, Tate, 2016, LINK

Your support: success stories, The British Museum LINK
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Kings’ students suspended after divestment protest, The National Student, 7 Feb 2017, LINK

Police disrupt student divestment protest at Oxbridge boat race,
Bright Green, 7 Apr 2019, LINK
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W H AT TH EY K N EW

British Foreign Office’s Secret Department and Intellectuals
Kenan Musa Igrek
In the Cold War era governments saw books as a powerful means to win
hearts and minds, and therefore, they became involved in this production
and distribution process. Britain’s use of printed books in this battle was
very real but is little known. In 1948, the British Foreign Office created
a secret unit the ‘Information Research Department’ (IRD) tasked with
promoting Western democracy, contesting Communism and promoting
the ‘British way of life’, using all media, including printed books.
The IRD was an organisation whose existence and finance were hidden
from the public even from members of Parliament. It was a front-line
body, in a battle without bullets but with words, to demolish the
‘Soviet myth’ during the Cold War. Through British embassies, libraries,
bookshops and ‘special friends’, IRD’s small pocket-sized books were
distributed all around the world. Within Britain more than 100 titles
appeared across areas of politics, philosophy, economics, and current
affairs, published by the seemingly independent Ampersand, Batchworth
Press, Phoenix House, and Bodley Head all with the secret support of
the IRD. The Department supported the publication, both in English and
in translation, of works by such well-known writers and intellectuals as
George Orwell, Bertrand Russell and Arthur Koestler.
The IRD managed to clear the copyright of Orwell’s Animal Farm and
1984, they were published in translation in Eastern Europe and in the
Middle East with the secret support of the IRD. Orwell’s novels Animal
Farm and 1984, with their anti-totalitarian messages, were widely read
during the Cold War and with their direct messages, these books, were
practiced as major tools against ‘the evils of Communism’. Orwell’s
involvement with the IRD can be seen as one of the most controversial
activities of his career. As the archival material shows, the IRD tried to
employ him, and he permitted the department to circulate his current
books, and he offered a list of intellectuals that were supposed to be
crypto-Communists and therefore not appropriate for the IRD directives.
By allowing the IRD to publish/circulate their works intellectuals
including Orwell and other names were willing to be part of this large
state’s covert propaganda process and their cultural products, books,
were some of the most effective weapons for winning the ideological
battle in the Cold War.
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The Guardian Holidays, The Guardian, Jul 2019

British Foreign Office’s Secret Department and Intellectuals,Kenan Musa Igrek
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T H E G OV E R N M E N T

W H AT TH EY K N EW

The intellectuals hold a power that can influence broad masses, they have
the ability to access media and have discursive strategies that allow them
to manipulate or influence opinion and this privileged access to public
discourse can serve the authority. As the official archival materials show,
the IRD considered intellectuals as one of the active powers that could
pass the state’s message to mass audiences. The intellectuals’ ability
to capture the hearts and minds of the public was seen as very valuable.
Therefore, the IRD put substantial effort into widening its intellectuals
circle, as the Department was aware that to work closely with writers
who had power to shape public opinion would help to maintain and
reproduce state power.
Working closely with well-known prominent writers allowed the IRD
to validate and spread its messages and gave to the state a secret but
powerful voice in public discourse. The IRD’s close relationship with
the intellectuals served to maintain and reproduce the power that
operated for the benefit of the dominant group. Intellectuals were part
of a strategy that the authority wanted to control, and by being part of
the discourse and political establishment they engaged with this political
agenda and promoted the ideology of the authority. In other word, they
were part of the political agenda to shape the public opinion. Does one
group, writers, holding power and representing the message/ideology
of the authority thereby damage their intellectual position or do they
fit in this category anymore?
Intellectuals have a meaningful cultural, and political role in society
and their overt or covert involvement with the authority brings up
a question of the purposes of intellectual activity. Nevertheless, the
covert relationship between these seemingly independent writers and
the state characterises this kind of social practice as illegitimate in
that it is a form of communication that is only in the interest of one
party and against the best interest of the recipients. However, the
true or real intellectual is always an outsider, who speaks to, as well
as for, a public, necessarily.
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Letter to the Foreign Office, George Orwell
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Letter about a visit to George Orwell
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were complicit in these crimes,

Citizens of a broken world, we present to you the evidence
for your consideration, that we the citizens were complicit
in these crimes, and failed to prepare our children for what
was to come. Citizens, the evidence of what was known,
as early as 2019, is set out under Count 1 & 2. This evidence
was so well known, children were struck dumb. But from 2018,
some of our children began to recover the power of speech.

and failed to prepare our children
for what was to come

76

77

78

School strike for climate – save the world by changing the rules,
Greta Thunberg, TEDxStockholm, 2018, LINK

Extinction Rebellion was setup, 2018, LINK
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This publication has
been put together for
All Rise For The Planet
at Tate Exchange, on the
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PR ODU C T ION T E A M

This event was organised
in partnership between
Plan B ( litigation charity ),
198 Contemporary Arts &
Learning ( Tate Exchange
Associate ) and Peoples
Bureau ( Tate Exchange
Associate ) with
Extinction Rebellion.

LCC TEAM

E V I DE N C E & C ON C E P T

Izzy Inkpen, Julian Maynard
Smith, Sophia Compton and
Polly Creed
V I S I BL E J U S T I C E

James Pritchett, Sara Lopes,
Lisa Derand, Sheng Zhang
and Weiqiang Shi, led by
Corinne Silva
G R A P H I C DE S IG N

Stinsensqueeze
L O G O DE S IG N

Andrea Almeyda Abraham

Tim Crosland, Director,
Plan B

P O S T E R DE S IG N

C U R AT OR S

C ON S U LTA N T S

Amy McDonnell and Eva
Sajovic, Peoples Bureau

Clare Farrell, Linda Doyle

PR ODU C E R

LCC, True Name,
Kenan Musa Igrek,
Stinsensqueeze,
Print Club & Hato Press.

Lucy Davies, Director,
198 Contemporary Arts &
Learning and Trustee Plan B
C U R AT OR I A L A S S I S TA N T

Nicki Minnai

Jenna Mayhew

THANKS TO

With support from the
Guerilla Foundation

